Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 06075 241917Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /015 W 

038010 250510Z/15 

R 241725Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3353 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 6075 


DEPT FOR ARA/PAF AND PAN 

USCINCSO FOR J-2 AND PAO 

PANCANAL FOR IO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PN 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTIONS 

FOLLOWING IS USIS/PANAMA SENT ACTION USINFO WASHDC INFO 
SECSTATE 24 AUG 77 REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION/INFO: 

QUOTE UNCLAS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

MEDIA REACTION 

1 PANAMA CITY. -CANAL TREATY: TREATY STORIES DOMINATE FRONT PAGES 
OF THREE OF FOUR AUG. 24 MORNINGERS. SEMI-INDEPENDENT LA ESTREAT, I. A 
AND ENGLISH STAR AND HERALD FRONT-PAGE AP WASHINGTON STORIES ON 
CARTER PRESS CONFERENCE AUG. 23. ESTRELLA HEAD: "CARTER HAS 
CONFIDENCE IN AMERICAN PEOPLE'S SUPPORT OF TREATY "; S&H HEAD: 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 06075 241917Z 

"CARTER SEES AMERICANS SUPPORTING PC TREATY." BOTH PAPERS ALSO 
CARRY AP BOGOTA STORIES SPECULATING THAT LATAM PRESIDENTS HAVE 
BEEN INVITED TO TREATY SIGNING IN WASHINGTON. ESTRELLA'S HEAD 
READS, "TREATY TO BE SIGNED IN WASHINGTON; PRESIDENTS OF LATAM 
WILL ATTEND; CARTER WILL COME TO PANAMA AFTERWARDS." ESTRELLA 
ALSO CARRIES PANAMA AP ANNE ZUSY STORY HEADED, "THERE COULD BE 
RESISTANCE TO RATIFICATION IN PANAMA." 
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2- PRO-GOP MATUTINO FRONT PAGES THREE EFE STORIES UNDER HEAD, 

"STATE DEPARTMENT CONFIRMS WASHINGTON WILL BE STAGE FOR TREATY 
SIGNING." ARTICLE SAYS CARTER WILL VISIT PANAMA FOR SECOND, MORE 
FORMAL, CEREMONY AFTER TREATY RATIFICATION. PRO-GOP CRITICA CARRIES 
PAGE ONE HEAD, "WASHINGTON POST AFFIRMS THAT CARTER COULD SIGN 
TREATY IN SEPTEMBER," WITH INSIDE PAGE EFE WASHINGTON STORY. 

3- AFTERNOONER LA REPUBLICA AUG. 23 FRONT PAGES SHORT ITEM 
HEAD, "ZONIAN SICK-OUT DID NOT WORK," REFERRING TO RUMORS ZONE 
RESIDENTS OPPOSED TO TREATY MIGHT STAGE "SICK-OUT" AS PROTEST. 

3- MATUTINO AND CRITICA EDITS BLAST CODELS THURMOND AND HOLLINGS. 
CRITICA EDIT ESPECIALLY SINGLES OUT SEN. SCOTT FOR HIS ANTI-TREATY 
REMARKS IN BUENOS AIRES. THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S REMARK "I TOOK 
PANAMA" MIGHT HAVE BEEN UNDERSTANDABLE, GIVEN TENOR OF TIMES 
WHEN HE SAID IT, BELIEVES CRITICA, BUT IN THIS DAY AND AGE THAT 
ATTITUDE IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE. "SEN. SCOTT SHOULD FIND OUT 
WHAT HAPPENED IN PANAMA... IN 1964; HE SHOULD CONSULT WITH ALL 
LATAM GOVERNMENTS TO LEARN EXPLOSIVENESS OF CANAL PROBLEM; 

HE SHOULD ASK ANY PANAMANIAN IF HE WANTS THIS PIECE OF LAND 
ROBBED FROM OUR ISTHMUS TO BE THE 51ST STATE OF THE US..." 

CRITICA RECOMMENDS THAT PANAMANIANS TREAT SEN. SCOTT ON HIS 
VISIT TO PANAMA THIS WEEKEND, "LIKE A LIZARD WITH NO IDEAS IN 
HIS MICROSCOPIC BRAIN." 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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4- MATUTINO EDIT CRITICIZES CODEL THURMOND AS WELL AS SCOTT 
AND SEN. HOLLINGS. "BY THEIR WORDS WE SHALL KNOW THEM," SAYS 
MATUTINO, AND THROUGH THAT KNOWLEDGE TREATY OPPOSITION CAN BE 
FOUGHT. 

5- LA REPUBLICA AUG. 23 EDIT ACCUSES ZONE RESIDENTS OPPOSED TO 
TREATY OF TRYING TO SUBVERT PANAMANIAN EMPLOYEES OF CANAL 
COMPANY BY SAYING THEY ARE ALSO OPPOSED TO TREATY. EDIT USES 
RECENT ANTI-TREATY RALLY IN ZONE AS EXAMPLE OF ZONE RESIDENTS' 

ACTIONS. "THIS WILL SURELY NOT BE LAST AGRESSION AGAINST THE 
REPUBLIC; IT IS KNOWN THAT WITHIN CANAL ENCLAVE RESIDE MANY WITH 
MINDS OBSCURED BY HATE, THAT THEY ARE CAPABLE AND ARE READY TO 
CARRY OUT ANY ACTION, HOWEVER CRIMINAL IT MIGHT BE, AGAINST 
PANAMANIANS AND THEIR RIGHTS. FOR THIS REASON NATIONAL AUTHORITIES 
SHOULD TAKE NOTE AND BE IN PERMANENT STATE OF ALERT." 

6- POLICE INCIDENT: CRITICA LEADS FRONT PAGE WITH LARGE HEADLINE, 

"ZONE POLICE ABUSE PANAMANIANS," FOLLOWED BY LONG STORY 
ACCUSING ZONE POLICE OF BRUTALLY ARRESTING PANAMANIAN MOTORIST 
WITHOUT CAUSE ON 4TH OF IULY AVENUE AFTER TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 

AUG. 23. STORY ACCUSES ZONE POLICE OF USING CLUBS AND TEAR 

GAS ON BOTH MOTORIST AND BYSTANDERS, INCLUDING PREGNANT WOMAN, WHO 
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PROTESTED ARREST. FULL INSIDE PAGE OF PHOTOS OF INCIDENT. 
INCIDENT NOT MENTIONED IN OTHER MEDIA., ITEM UNQUOTE 
JORDEN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, AGREEMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PANAMA06075 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770306-1015 
Format: TEL 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770829/aaaaaxtf.tel 

Line Count: 119 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: c52d1054-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 
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Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
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Secure: OPEN 
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